
EAST CRETE (GR)

Farm, farm-group and territorial scale 

Case study area: East Crete

Respondents’ views on the farm 

practices an ecological farm would use 

as opposed to a conventional farm

ECOLOGICAL FACTSHEET – GREEK CASE STUDY

Respondents' views on the vision for ecological farming in 2030 regarding…

Average total pesticide costs = € 1,082

Average total fertilizer* costs = € 787

Total output = € 24,224

Pesticide intensity index

(Pesticide costs/Total Output) =

0.0447

Fertiliser* intensity index

(Fertiliser* costs/Total Output) =

0.0325
*inorganic
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Low-Input Farming and Territories -
Integrating knowledge for improving 

ecosystem-based farming
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Fertilisation and soil management (UAA) in Heraklion case 
study

Conventional tillage Conservation tillage

No tillage Application of inorganic fertilisers

Application of animal manure Application of compost

Application of soil amendments Green manuring

Leaving crop residues on soil Planting of nitrogen-fixing crops

Planting of catch crops Planting of cover crops
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Fertilisation and soil management (UAA) in Lasithi
case study

Conventional tillage Conservation tillage

No tillage Application of inorganic fertilisers

Application of animal manure Application of compost

Application of soil amendments Green manuring

Leaving crop residues on soil Planting of nitrogen-fixing crops

Planting of catch crops Planting of cover crops

● As a proportion of 
household income, income 
from farming will decrease

● 50% of farms will adopt 
ecological farming practices

● Consumers will not buy a lot 
more of their food locally

Interconnected ecological farms

Most agreed upon statementsLess agreed upon statements

● 10% of farms will adopt 
ecological farming practices

● Farmers will need to 
increase their level of skill

● Ecological farms will form 
clusters of closely 
connected farms within the 
area

Environment & eco-system services

Most agreed upon statementsLess agreed upon statements

● 10% of farms will adopt 
ecological farming practices

● As a proportion of 
household income, income 
from farming will decrease

● Consumers will not buy a 
lot more of their food 
locally

● The wider rural economy will 
be more resilient

● Water quality will improve

● There will be tight 
certification to define farms 
as ecological

Skills and labour

Most agreed upon statementsLess agreed upon statements

● The wider rural economy 
will become more resilient

● Ecological farming will be a 
limited social movement 
and will not provide 
substantial eco-system 
services

● More livestock farmers will 
use mob/strip grazing

● There will be more need for 
migrant labour

● Farmers will need to 
increase their level of skill

● There will be tight 
certification to define farms 
as ecological

Farmers’ views on Agri-

environmental payments
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Type of environmental requirements that should 
be mandatory to receive Pillar I direct payments 

(% of farmers)

Achieving a given level of crop rotation

Preserving permanent grassland

Maintaining some land specifically devoted to biodiversity-friendly
practices
Compliance with a farm sustainability tool on nutrient management

Protecting wetland/peatland

Yes
85%

No
12%

N/A
3%

Should CAP Pillar I direct payments be more tightly linked 

with mandatory requirements on the adoption of ecological 

practices?

Distribution of olive and wine farms in East Crete according to 
the levels of adoption of ecological approaches 

(farm shares and numbers)
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Landscape features and habitats (UAA) in Heraklion case study
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Landscape features and habitats (UAA) in Lasithi case study
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Case study areas:
East Crete – Regional Units 

of Heraklion & Lasithi
(GR)
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Total farm employment across the area

Need for migrant labour

Wage level

Gender balance of farm heads

Flexibility of working hours

Skill level of farmers

Quality of life of farmers

% OF RESPONDENTS

Respondents' views on how the adoption of ecological farming would impact 
on the following aspects  

Large decrease Little change Large increase

* Farms showing the highest level of adoption of ecological practices in the case study sample
** Standard farms
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